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1 
Layout 

Farmhouse faces south east across farmyard and barns opposite.  Also detached 
barn to south of farmhouse. 

2 
Topography 

Surrounding land slopes gently upwards to the north and west and downwards to 
the south and east.  There is a drive through the farmyard from Lydney road to 
the north east to the rest of the farmland to the south. 

3 
Spaces 

Garden and farmland surrounds the farmhouse and barns. 
 

4 
Roads, 

Streets, routes 

Private farm drive from Lydney Road heading South through farmyard and 
beyond accessing numerous agricultural fields and solar panels. 

5 
Green and 

Natural features 
 

Garden to front (south east) of farmhouse.  Orchard with fruit trees to north east 
of farmhouse.  Farmhouse and barns surrounded by farmland, many natural 
hedges and trees. 

6 
Landmarks 

The farmhouse and barns are grade II listed. 
 

7 
Buildings and details 

 

The farmhouse and curtilage buildings are grade II listed.  Farmhouse and 
buildings are all in a state of disrepair with numerous enforcements by the 
District Council against the present alleged owner to make good the farmhouse 
and buildings.  Part of the farmyard and farm buildings are being used as a 
commercial premises with high steel fencing having been erected, this is also 
subject to an enforcement notice by the District Council.   
 
The farmhouse is built of stone and is rendered with a slate roof which is new and 
incorrect this being part of the enforcement notice.  The farm building just to the 
south of the farmhouse is stone with a tiled roof.  The barns in the farmyard 
opposite the farmhouse are partly open fronted tin barns and partly stone built 
barns with tin roofs.  Behind the initial row of barns facing the farmyard are other 
barns of tin construction.  



 

 

8 
Streetscape 

Services to pole.  Numerous public footpaths cross the farm.   

9 
Land Use 

There is a solar panel area to the south of the farmhouse but this is well away 
from the farmyard and cannot be seen from the farmhouse.  The rest of the farm 
is rented out to local farmers for crops and grazing. 

10 
Views 

Views to all aspects, the farmhouse sits on the Allaston ridge and has far reaching 
views to the south and east over the River Severn and beyond. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Yorkley Court Farm is an estate measuring approximately 180 acres. It is sited on the edge of the 
village of Yorkley in the Forest of Dean, Gloucestershire. The farm comprises of a Grade II listed 6 
bedroom farmhouse, a derelict 3 bedroom cottage, several outbuildings and barns and a small 
milking parlour. 
 
Records indicate that in the late 1700’s the farm was owned by Thomas Packer, a gentleman and 
Forest of Dean landowner. He had a daughter called Elizabeth Packer who went on to marry Samuel 
Cholditch. He is documented as being the owner of Yorkley Court by 1840, with it still being in his 
family in 1910. It is believed this was around the time the estate was placed in trust. 
 
In August 1967, Cooke, Painter and Co Solicitors advertised for the descendants of Samuel and 
Elizabeth Cholditch to come forward. Successors of this firm claim to now hold this estate through a 
chain of executors. 
 
The farm itself has been tenanted for over a hundred years for dairy cattle for which it is well suited. 
One can speculate that the search for descendants of Samuel Cholditch  in 1967 was probably 
prompted by the desire of the tenant farmers to purchase the farm, although this is not known for 
certain. However what is known for certain is that the tenant farmers definitely initiated trying to 
buy the farm sometime around or before 1995. This was a process to which they would come to 
dedicate almost a decade, through the then trustee and solicitor Michael Barnard. Sadly after many 
promises from the trustee and the identification of several beneficiaries for some reason the sale of 
the farm was never allowed to go ahead and in April 2004 the tenant farmers were left no choice but 
to terminate their tenancy and leave the farm which had been their family home for almost a 
century. 

 

Since 2004 the estate has slowly deteriorated, with the grade II listed building falling into a state of 
disrepair and the desolation of the fertile grazing land through highly unsuitable intensive arable 
farming. 
This is sad from an environmental and aesthetic point of view but also counter to maintaining the 
farm in the best financial state for the beneficiaries. 
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In 2010 Michael Barnard (executor and trustee) was declared bankrupt. Following investigations by 
the SRA ( Solicitors Regulatory Authority), he emigrated to Portugal. (He is listed on the website as 
‘Solicitor from Hell.’ It is at this point that a Chartered Surveyor Barry Hutchinson of Hamiltons  took 
on the responsibility of the farm. 

 
 
 
It appears from the paperwork submitted to Land Registry that at this point he took on sole 
responsibility for and decisions over contracts on the farm and its day to day management as well as 
making payments due in relation to the estate. His conduct has been described by some locals as 
threatening. 
In June 2012, a small number of sustainable farmers moved onto Yorkley Court farm. They 
conducted a structural survey on the farm house and made repairs to the adjoining barn, pruned 
and began the restoration of the old orchard and took occupation of the last remaining untouched 
meadow (preventing the rare flora and animal species from being destroyed through cultivation). 
This was the re- birth of Yorkley Court Farm. 
In March 2013 following a sustainable farming event held on the farm by YCCF , the land was 
registered with the Land Registry under a class title known as a ‘Possessory title in the name of Mr 
Richard Martin Tolson, the other of the two solicitor trustees to the estate. Yorkley Court 
Community  Farm challenged this with the knowledge that certain parcels of the land were not in his 
possession at this time, and also seeking to ensure that the farm did not come to be an asset of any 
individual through fraudulent means.  

 
In December 2013 the Land registry 
acknowledged that there was justification for 
disputing the registration and a Preliminary Trial 
was set. 
In November 2014 the members of Yorkley 
Court, with the help of a genealogist were able 
to trace the lineal descendants of the last 
known owner of the farm. A few of them went 
to visit and were impressed by the projects that 
they saw taking place on the farm. 

In December 2014 a Preliminary Trust was held through the Land Registry in which the judge ruled 
that YCCF had not been vexatious in challenging Tolson’s registration of the land and a date was set 
for a three day hearing to be held in London sometime between March and May 2016. Tolson and 
Brian Bennett served a possession order to take the farm back. 
This was counter to an agreement that was made in court during the injunction proceedings until 
after the Land tribunal was heard. At this point it was clear that Brian Bennett had purchased the 
farm at a price which was half of its market value. 
On March 18th 1997 The Treasury Solicitors confirmed that there were descendants who if still alive 
would have an interest in the estate over the Crown. 



 

 

It is not known how the title deeds to Yorkley 
Court Farm estate and the Trust documents 
had disappeared. The two solicitors acting as 
Trustees gave contradictory evidence to the 
land registry on their last known existence. 
 
It is not known how the farm was able to be 
sold when it couldn’t be sold 15 years before. 
The farm has devalued and fallen into a state of 
disrepair with the degradation of the 
agricultural land. 

 
 
 
 
 

                       

 

 


