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B4234 from Lydney to Level Crossing 

As one enters the village from Lydney, the road is flanked by 

pastureland belonging to Turn Out Farm, where cattle graze. 

New Road (built in 1903) rises as if going over a bridge – 

this is the bridge that originally went over the Severn & Wye 

Railway Mineral Loop to Moseley Green. 

The road then passes between the empty ‘Pin Factory’ on the 

left and the new Whitecroft Gardens 

housing estate (finished 2015) on 

the right. The ‘Pin Factory’ was 

opened in 1910 in the buildings 

vacated 

by The 

Patent 

Fuel 

Works 

and is a series of single story 

units plus the original 19th 

century two-storey stone building. 

The new estate of 50 households 

has been built on a former brown 

field site and is of brick construction with some houses 

having cream rendered frontages. There is also a green area, 

which is expected to house a play area for small children in 

the near future. Between the estate and Wesley Road/Rudge 

Brook there is wasteland which it is proposed will be 

landscaped by the district council, but at present is very 

overgrown. There are two entrances to this wasteland from the 

estate. 

The road then crosses the Rudge Brook, which is culverted for 

most of its journey before joining the River Lyd. 

On the left are two fairly modern houses (approx. 1980s) that 

replaced the original butchers shop and abattoir. To the right 

is the bottom of Wesley Road and the early 19th century cottage 

known as Vimpany’s Cottage. This was originally a beerhouse 

and has a large outbuilding that until the 1960s housed a 

cider press. 

One then reaches a group of mid-19th century stone built 

cottages, some are detached, others semi-detached, that flank 

a small road that takes one to the railway station, now part 

of Dean Forest Railway. 



On the right of New Road, at No 1, is the former 1930s 

Pillowell and Yorkley Co-Operative building, now a base for a 

conservatory company, which is in desperate need of 

renovating.  

The road bends to the left with Pillowell Road to the right, 

and on the right is the former Post Office and Grocer Stores 

that has been converted into private residences. 

B4234 from Level Crossing to Telephone Exchange 

We are now at the Level Crossing of the 

heritage railway that goes as far as 

Parkend. 

On the other side of the crossing, the 

road turns to the right. On the corner is 

a green space, with a shelter and a bench. 

The shelter was provided by the parish 

council and the bench was provided by the 

village’s Millennium Fund. One then finds 

the road is flanked by industrial units, 

built in the 1950s and 60s. They house a 

variety of businesses, including a Bric-a-

Brac emporium, Motorcycle repair shop, 

tyre sales, second-hand cars, welding and 

ambulance services. Alongside the railway and at the back of 

these units there is a public footpath that takes one to a 

crossing over the railway to Grove Road, or continues to 

enable one to join Parkend Road. 

Beyond the units, on what is now called Parkend Road, the 

houses are on the right-hand side only. Firstly, there are 

three 19th century cottages of stone, then a pair of semi-

detached 1930s houses. Next is Whitecroft Gym, housed in the 

former Social Services building, erected in 1935. Next to that 

is Whitecroft Memorial Hall built 

to honour the six men killed in 

the Great War. This was erected 

in 1924, and is a base for many 

organisations, run by a board of 

Trustees. 

Next door to the hall is the 

original village telephone 

exchange, built in the early 

1930s, and now extended into a 

private residence. 



Next to this home is a small estate called Oaklands Park, 

which consists of nine individually designed detached houses, 

built towards the end of the 20th century. 

Back on Parkend road, one finds three individually designed 

houses and bungalows, and a large industrial-looking garage. 

All these properties back on to the railway. At the end of the 

village, one then finds the 1970s-styled telephone exchange, 

still in use and now housing a mobile phone mast. 

To the left of the road, opposite all these buildings is a 

large green space, home for sheep, which is dissected in two 

by the River Lyd. 

The village ends at this point and a section of woodland 

divides Whitecroft from Parkend, known as Knockley Woods. 
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